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FREEDOM THROUGH TRUTH 


In the January 11 Tien Feng Y, T. Wu began a series of essays under the above title, 
This number contains the Introduction and Chapter One, ‘‘Faith and Works,** Other chapters 
are to come later. 


The Introduction is based on John 8;31,32. It points out that the Jews to whom Jesus was 
speaking, though not physically slaves, were yet slaves of sin, Drummond's Natural Law in 
the Spiritual World is referred to, and the conclusion is drawn that if we follow faithfully the 
laws for spiritual development, we can attain spiritual freedom, Then he turns to the present 
situation, 


‘**‘What was the condition of Chinese Christians after liberation? Were we not free? Yes, 
we were free, We had struck down reactionary oppression, we had gotten rid of imperialism, 

had our own government, we were free, Our freedom of religious belief was guaranteed in 

Common Platform, and the Government has made every effort to preserve this freedom, 
But, are we spiritually free? I fear that we cannot give a fully affirmative answer to this 
question, Both before and after liberation, many Christians have been fearful, timid and pes- 
simistic, and are so even today, four years after liberation, This is because they do not know 
the times, they do not know their own place in the process of historic change, they do not 
know the deep revelation which God has given of Himself at this time. It is not that anyone 
has taken away their spiritual freedom, but that they have themselves limited or even destroyed 
that freedom. And those who do not have spiritual freedom of course are fearful, timid and 
pessimistic. 


‘**In New China the people have aroused themselves; in the material and intellectual recon- 
struction wonderful new improvements in the life of the common man are being seen every day, 
and yet many of us Christians look upon these things with pessimism, doubt, or even antagonism. 
Many believers are still absorbed in the preaching of the Last Day, and of the misery of human 
life. But both Christians and non-Christians are citizens of the New China; should the benefit 
of the many bring sorrow to the few? When God is in this new time bringing such benefits to 
those who do not believe on Him, will He at the same time cast away His own people? No, the 
trouble is not in God, nor in these new things, but in our failure to understand them, or in wil- 
fully understanding them amiss.... 


‘In order to give my interpretation of the revelation which God has given us in this new 
time, I have put in systematic form the following essays. They are not written especially for 
the fearful, the timid and the pessimistic, but for all who devoutly and sincerely receive the 
truth, It is our duty to help and encourage one another, for only thus can we come to know the 
truth and become free, May God bless every effort to attain to His truth,’’ 


Chapter One, on ‘‘Faith ard Works’’, is really a little sermon on the text, ‘*By their fruits 
ye shall know them,'’ It is strongly Biblical, and with very little political slant. After pointing 
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out that the Protestant Church is by nature individualistic, giving rise to countless sects and 3 g 


varieties of creed, he goes on to show that Christ has really given us a simple test as to what 
among this bewildering variety is really true, ‘‘By their fruits ye shall know them,"’ Not 

those who say Lord, Lord, but those who do the will of God are to be counted really Christian, 
And this will of God he interprets in terms of Paul's Fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, etc, 
In one short paragraph he applies this test of works to imperialistic religion and finds it wanting, 
but the rest of the chapter is very general, and quite sound doctrine. He concludes, ‘Every 
Christian must face this stern test of works, must deeply and constantly examine himself, that 
he may become pure and without spot, so that with Paul he can say before God, ‘‘They that 
are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts thereof ,’’"’ 


SHANGHAI STUDY CLASS 


The December 7 Tien Feng gives a very full account of a study class which was held in 
Shanghai for church workers from August 20 to November 16, Ninety-nine church-workers 
attended, giving full time except Sundays, when they returned to their individual churches, 


Bishop Robin Chen analyzes the figures as follows: 


By denominations By Sex 

Church of Christ in China 18 Men 81 

Episcopal 12 Women 18 

Methodist 7 

Ba ptist I! By Age 

Independent 9 

Seventh Day Adventist 5 Under 30 7 

Spiritual Work Fellowship Ig 30-40 30 

Unconnected churches 12 40-50 32 

Others 6 50-60 21 
60-70 8 

By Work Over 70 I 

Ordained ministers 53 

Elders 2 

Unordained preachers 32 

Other workers 12 


They met at eight o’clock every morning and began with a half hour devotional service, 
after which they divided up into eight groups for detailed study and discussion, or came together 
to hear lectures, During the course of the study they saw 17 movies, and visited several govern- 
ment and workers’ bureaus, Of course October | was a holiday and they took part in the big 
parade that day. At the end of the course each person had to write a paper giving his own re- 
action to what he had studied. 


The graduation ceremonies were held on November 16, with a formal service in the morning, 
and a recreational concluding meeting in the evening. In the morning service, Rev. Hsieh Yung- 
ch’ien preached, and a choir of twenty of the students rendered a special number, In the evening 
each of the eight groups put on a special stunt dramatizing some aspect of the teaching they had 
received. One portrayed the complications of ‘‘brain-washing’*, A man sat down in a barber's 
chair to have a haircut, but was unwilling to take off his cap, After a long argument with the 
barber, he finally took off the cap, only to show another cap on underneath, and then there was 
another long argument before he could be induced to take that one off, and behold, there was 
still a third cap on his head under that one! The moral probably needs no further elaboration. 
But it is interesting to find that they can take it so good-naturedly. 


MOORE MEMORIAL CHURCH 


The January 18 number of Tien Feng has an article about Moore Memorial Church (Methodist) 
in Shanghai, After telling about the great lighted cross that shines out over the city every night, 
the writer goes on to say that Sunday services in the church have never stopped once since the 
Communists came to power. About 400 worship there every Sunday, and 200 every Sunday in 
the Sundayschool. The choir furnishes music every Sunday. 271 have been baptized since 
**liberation’’ (not including infant baptisms), 25 of them at a Christmas Service, 1953. 


P’e 


fal 
an 
me 
tha 
chi 
ste 
din 
Co 
arr: 
ing 
eig 
Col 
F ul 
por 
| the 
Jan 
dist 
sior 
K’o 
tak 
visi 
Ref: 
by | 
arti 
divi 
cari 
(Pe! 
Dur 
are 
free 
mis 
aba 
te ac 
ver) 
prez 
the 
who 
prez 
the 


The church has a paid staff of five, and over 50 volunteer workers, such as Sundayschool 
achers, The paid staff are: Z, S, Zia, pastor, Yang Wei-hsin, Miss Chu I-ch*'u, Huang 
P’ei-yung and Shih Ch’i-kuei, The last two were added at the Annual Conference session last 
fall, Huang P’ei-yung being a YMCA Secretary who was ordained at that session of Conference, 
and Shih Ch’i-kuei being a new graduate just out of Nanking Theological Seminary, Church-| 
member contributions run between three and four million yuan per month, or something less 


than US$2,000 a year, 


November 15 was Church Sunday, After the morning service the members staid at the 
church for dinner, and then had their annual business meeting, at which the thirty or more 
stewards were elected for the coming year, The article does not say how many sat down to 
dinner together, but the accompanying picture shows that it must have been several hundred. 


FOOCHOW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


The tenth session (counting from Methodist union in 1940) of the Foochow Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Church was held in December, 1949. An enlarged session of the Executive 
Committee of that Conference was held December 1-4, 1953, charged with the task of making 
arrangements for the holding of the Eleventh Session of the Annual Conference, For this meet- 
ing the Executive Committee was enlarged by adding one lay representative for each of the 
eight districts, and also any district superintendents that were not originally on the Executive 
Committee, making a total of 24 persons. On the first day of their meeting the Director of the 
Fukien Religious Affairs Bureau met with them to tell them what was expected of them, Re- 
ports from each district were heard, and plans made for the future. Six persons were added to 
the Executive Committee, and a new committee of 31 (15 preachers and 16 laymen) was set 
up to plan for the Eleventh Session of the Annual Conference. Dr. C. T. Yang was Chairman; 
James Ding as Executive Secretary took one whole evening to discuss the present situation; the 
district superintendents Kao Jen-mu, Liu Heng-yang, etc., led in the devotions; and the ses- 
sion was concluded with the observance of the Lord's Supper, led by District Superintendent Wu 


K’o-ch'ing and Rev, Hsieh Tung-lou. 


DAY ADVENTIST NEWS . 


A long article in two of the January numbers of Tien Feng tells of a long supervisory trip 
taken by the Rev, Ch’eng Pu-yuin and Tan Ying-min of the Seventh Day Adventist Church to 
visit their churches in the north. They were assigned to this task by the Central Three Self 
Reform Committee, and the travel expenses were evidently paid either by this Committee or 
by the government Cultural Affairs Bureau, as the writer of the article, Mr. Tan, closes his 


article by thanking these organizations for making his trip possible. 


Mr, Tan states that his church is organized into eight synods (lien-ho-hui), which are sub- 
divided into over 30 districts (ch*u-hui), in which there are over 300 local churches, Their visit 
carried them through three of these synods: Northeast (Fengyang, Changchun, Harbin), North 
(Peking, Tientsin) and Northwest (Taiyuan, Shihchiachuang, Sian, Paochi, and Lanchow), 
During October and November they traveled about 15,000 li, 


He notes a much greater spirit of unity among the churches than formerly, The Adventists 
are constantly having union services with other denominations, and also exchange preachers 
freely. He says that it was the missionaries who used to keep them apart, and now that the 
missionaries are gone they are naturally beginning to express more Christian brotherhood, 


He pays special attention to progress in Three Self reform. In the first of these three, self- 
government, the churches everywhere are adopting a more simple form of organization, and 
abandoning the fortuer more elaborate form, As to self-support, he notes that the Adventist 
teaching of tithing has been of great help, and in general the members are supporting the church 
very well, Their giving is however supplemented from two sources, rentals and labor by the 
preachers, Only a few city churches have extra property which they can rent out. The labor by 
the preachers is of two kinds, one in cooperative enterprises with church-members, where the 
whole church is responsible for making it go, and the other just by individual enterprise of the 
preacher himself, He reports with gratification that some of the stronger churches are helping 
the weaker churches through contributions to central district funds, It is in the third of the three 


6 an that he finds most difficulty, Self-propagation, Everywhere he met the questions, What 
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